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Over the last few weeks, we 
have talked a lot about how 
Providence Presbyterian 
Church and The Grove 
United Methodist Church 
would be looking to cre-
atively combine elements of 
our existing ministries so as 
to create more opportunities 
for growth and fellowship 
between our churches. 

Upon learning that our 
Director of Youth Ministries, 
Chris Ellis, was resigning 
due to his marriage and 
upcoming move, The Grove 
pastor Todd McGehee and I 
began to brainstorm about 

what God might be 

Shared ministry begins
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offer a week’s worth of spir-
itual development in one 
night of the week, Wednes-
day. In this new chapter of 
youth ministry we will pro-
vide the students of Provi-
dence and The Grove with a 
three-tiered structure for 
spiritual development. 

The first and most important 
step will be interactive Bible 
study and discussion. This 
component was in place sev-
eral years ago when we first 
launched the Mobility 
model. The Providence 
Session and 
shared 
leader-
ship 
teams of 
both 

calling our 
churches to do 
in the new 
year with 
our youth 
ministries. 

We both 
agreed that, 
due to the size 
of our respec-
tive groups, a 
merger might be in the best 
interest of both churches. 
The Grove brings a large 
number of middle school 
students while our youth 
ministry has gradually 
become a high school-aged 
group. 

Our goals in merging the 
two groups are manifold. 
We want to see members of 
the new group form a 
unique identity that is based 
on developing as disciples 
even though they worship at 
different services. We want 
to remind them of the vision 

that our churches have 

embraced that 
we are bound 
together 
through Christ 
to be the Body 
of Christ, 
regardless of 
denomina-
tional differ-
ences. We also 
want to forge 
ahead to build a 

group that is dedicated to the 
pursuit of becoming disciples, 
serious about Bible study and 
prayer, committed to worship 
in the life of the church, and 
open to taking steps of faith 
when it comes to mission and 
evangelism. To accomplish 
these goals, we will be present-
ing a new format for youth 
ministry in 2013.

I have found that students 
who formed a strong Christian 
faith in middle and high 
school have had access to a 
diversity of ways to grow in 
their faith. Up until now, we 

have tried to 
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churches feel that Biblical liter-
acy and life application are 
essential for students who are 
looking to build a foundation 
on Christ. 

On Wednesday nights, after 
the youth come to eat with 
their church family, they will 
split up into discipleship 
groups that will be led by 
members of each of the 
churches. As the adults are 
participating in the MEGA 
class offerings, the youth will 
have age-appropriate Disciple-
ship Groups (D-Groups), 
where they will study, share 
and pray with each other. 
These will conclude at 7:00 pm, 
fitting perfectly into our 
MEGA Wednesday schedule. 

The second component will be 
a shared “youth group” expe-
rience on Sunday nights. This 
time will be much more simi-
lar to the old Wednesday night 
Mobility model. Pastor Todd 
and I will take turns leading a 
short lesson, Justin Gipson will 
lead the youth in a time of 
worship, and we will spend 
the rest of our time eating, 
playing games, or working on 
mission projects. This weekly 
meeting will be a great entry 
point for new students into the 
life of our churches. We imag-
ine that this will be the first 
event that friends of our youth 
will be invited to participate 
in. The Grove also currently 
staffs a youth intern, who will 
help lead these new events and 
create fun outreach style 
activities.

The third aspect of our new 
vision for youth ministry is an 
enhanced level of participation 
among the youth in Sunday 
morning worship and 
throughout the life of the 
church. While it is important 
for students to have time with 
other students, the multi-

generational ministry of the 
church can be of great bene-
fit to young people as they 
develop in their faith. Stu-
dents have a lot to learn 
from the older members of 
the church, and we have a 
lot to learn from them. As 
such, we will be actively 
working to better integrate 
the youth into the life of the 
church on Sunday mornings 
and during other special 
events.

Two years ago, Providence 
took a step of faith to com-
bine our youth ministry pro-
gram with Overlook 
Presbyterian Church and 
hire a part time youth direc-
tor. While we experienced 
success in a number of dif-
ferent ways through this 
partnership, the distance 
between churches and the 
lack of existing youth at 
Overlook made the partner-
ship lopsided and difficult. 

Since both Providence and 
The Grove now share a 

building, we envision the 
partnership being much 
more fluid and natural for 
both groups. It is our inten-
tion to build this model in 
the short term with the exist-
ing pastoral leadership team 
along with church members 
who will commit to various 
responsibilities. Once we 
have a model that seems to 
be working, our plan is to 
form a joint search commit-
tee for the purpose of hiring 
a shared youth director to 
run this ministry and take it 
even further. 

Over the next few weeks, 
you will be hearing more 
about this, and might even 
be asked to help make this 
new adventure a success. In 
the meantime, I ask that you 
would pray for our youth 
during this time of transition 
and also for the leadership 
as we work to create a space 
in which our young people 
can grow and thrive.
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By Justin Gipson, Director of 

Music Ministries 

During December, a great 
deal of opportunity has come 
by the church in the context 
of music ministry. Regularly, 
a music ministry within a 
church exists to serve the 
congregation; that is, it is 
expected to provide praise 
and worship, to display the 
musical talents of a congre-
gation, and to prepare events 
for Easter and Christmas. 

My belief, as the Director of 
Music Ministries at Provi-
dence Presbyterian Church, 
is that the “ministry” por-
tion of a music program 
should be held in utmost 
esteem. I do my best to serve 
God and to provide oppor-
tunities for His love to reach 
out into the community 
through the tools He has 
provided at this church.

Many months ago, I estab-
lished the Singer/Song-
writer Showcase as an event 
to encourage the involve-
ment of local, unsigned 
musicians and to give them a 
place to display their work. I 
performed as a singer/song-
writer for several years, and 
I am aware of the difficulty 
associated with trying to 
become successful as a song-
writing musician. 

In January, we invited sev-
eral artists to this showcase 

in the frame of a campfire-
style concert. Attendance 
was incredibly low. How-
ever, despite the low atten-
dance, all of the artists 
maintained the spirit of the 
event. Christina Cercle, 
Sergio Rangel, Gary Wal-
lace, and I were able to share 
stories and songs as local 
musicians. Relationships 
were built, and ministry was 
performed. Even in light of 
the lack of spectators, the 
artists were blessed as was 
this church campus.

As an instructor at Andy’s 
music, I have a unique 
opportunity for witness and 
ministry. I regularly discuss 
religion (at the prompting of 
my students and their fami-
lies), and in doing so, I am 
given the soapbox not only 
to advise them on their 
musical stylings, but also on 
the status of their hearts.

Andy’s hosts student show-
cases regularly twice a year, 
and through the success of 
their music education pro-
gram, they have simply out-
grown their own recital hall. 
I offered Providence as a 

venue for this year’s winter 
recitals in exchange for a piano 
tuning. 

After several weeks of deliber-
ation, surveying the site and 
working out logistics, we 
reached an agreement. Andy’s 
Music held four recitals in our 
church’s sanctuary on Decem-
ber 15. Not including the stu-
dents, just 
under 300 
people 

were in 
and out 

of our build-
ing that day. 

A fellow 
instructor joined 

us for the Live Nativity that 
evening and remarked later 
that he found the program to 
be wonderful—along with the 
goat cheese he sampled. This 
opportunity for guests to see 
our building, to read our 
advertisements, and to be wel-
comed to enjoy student musi-
cians in our church was a 
wonderful blessing. 

Also on the evening of Decem-
ber 15, the Choir presented a 
musical service. For several 
months, they had worked hard 
to prepare this service, which 
presenting various aspects of 

the true meaning of Christ-
mas. I was honored to direct 
the Choir through this 
service. 

As always, the service went 
off without a hitch, and in 
addition to displaying the 
talents of our Choir, Leslie 
Westerberg’s flute playing, 
and Laura Fletcher’s piano 
skills, I was able to invite 
some old friends to present 
solo and ensemble pieces. 

Leah Johnson, a student at 
the University of Mobile, had 
to fill in for the original solo-
ist, who suffered a family 
emergency just a few days 
prior to the service. Leah was 
able to learn and memorize 
two solos (with the Choir) in 
just over 48 hours. Even with 
this pressure (which she is no 
doubt accustomed to), she 
presented the selections 
beautifully. 

Two former members of the 
group I used to manage 
(Elements of Difference) 
joined me on the platform to 
sing a few special selections. 
We were not able to rehearse 
other than during the five 
minutes prior to the service. 
Alain King, the bass in the 
group, flew in from New 
York, worked a shift at Tar-
get, and left work to arrive at 
the church just in time to 
check microphones and sing 

M u s i c  N o t e s

Justin Gipson, Director of Music MinistriesJustin Gipson, Director of Music Ministries

M u s i c  N o t e s

(See “Music” on page 16)
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MEGA Wednesday—Winter Session 2013 begins January 9

MEGA Wednesday—Winter 
Session 2013 begins on 
January 9 with all your 
favorite features—food, 
fellowship, and spiritual 
growth opportunities. 

We will continue to enjoy 
dinner together as a church 
family 5:15-6:00 pm. Then 
from 6:00-7:00 pm we will 
offer classes, a prayer group, 
and the chance to serve 

Guided by the Confessions, an exploration of The Book of Confessions

By Pastor Mark Renn

Whenever a discussion con-
cerning worship, polity, or 
sensitive matters is raised in 
the church or in the denomi-
nation, members of the 
church often claim that “it is 
(or isn’t) a reflection of our 
Presbyterian heritage.” The 
words “Reformed” and 
“Presbyterian” are thrown 
around haphazardly and 
often describe the tradition 
of the church only as we may 
have experienced it. 

To consider what it really 
means to be a Presbyterian 
or a Reformed Christian, 
one must expand his/her 
knowledge not only of 
Scripture but also of the 
Confessions to which 
we are bound. With the 
recent changes to The Book of 
Order, we are called to be 
“guided by Scripture and 
the Confessions,” not only in 
cases of applying standards 
to candidates for leadership, 

but also in our daily lives of 
faith. 

While many of us have devel-
oped a Scriptural understand-
ing of our position on recent 
issues, how many of us know 
what the Confessions say 
about not only hotly debated 
subjects*, but about the very 
content of our Christian faith? 

While in seminary, I decided 
to read through The Book of 
Confessions in preparation for 
my Ordination exams. I found 
The Book of Confessions to be 
one of the richest and most 
thoughtful reflections on the 
content of our faith that I read 
during my time in Seminary. 

How many members of this 

church have taken the time 
to read the foundational 
documents of our Presbyte-
rian faith? The Book of Confes-
sions is not just a supplement 
to The Book of Order; it is 
Part 1 of our Constitution 
(The Book of Order being Part 
2 of 2). 

For the first session of our 
2013 MEGA Wednesday 
Discipleship Series, I will be 
leading a class through the 
Book of Confessions from 
cover to cover. I will ask that 

you read one or more con-
fessions per week (they vary 
in length) and come to class 
prepared to discuss what 
you've discovered as I lec-
ture on the historical rele-
vance of the texts. Our 
church made reading the 
Bible a priority last year; 
this would be a logical and 
exciting next step in under-
standing the beliefs and con-
fessions to which we are 
bound and by which we are 
to be guided. 

Questions addressed will 
include: What’s the differ-
ence between a confession 
and a catechism? Why are 
there so many? What does 
it take to add a confession? 
Is this Book closed? Since 
these documents are histori-
cally grounded, can we say 
that parts of them are irrele-
vant and therefore obsolete? 
How can these documents 
guide us in daily life and 
faith? 

*This course will NOT focus on 
the recent debates over marriage 
and chastity. While the example 
may arise in the course of the dis-
cussion, the purpose of the course 
is to discover the rich content of 
these historical documents.

through dinner cleanup.Two 
classes will be offered during 
this seven-week session, one 
from Pastor Mark Renn and 
the other from Dr. Jerry 
Williams. (See the related 

articles below and on the fol-
lowing page.)

See you on January 9. This is 
a great way to start off the 
new year.

(See “Confessions” on page 5)
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By Jerry Williams

In January, the good Lord 
willing, I will have the privi-
lege of leading a MEGA 
Wednesday group at Provi-
dence Presbyterian Church. 

For many years, I 
have read, lis-
tened, prayed, 
and medi-
tated, trying 
to understand 
the sources 
of sin 
within 
me. For 
the last 
few years, one con-
cept has become 
central to my 
understanding of 
sources of my 
personal sin.

I have discussed the idea 
with a few friends, but I 
have never made a formal 
presentation of the topic. 
January will be my first 
attempt to formally commu-
nicate the concept.

My personal faith walk has 
been helped by my under-
standing of the topic. If I am 
correct in what I believe, the 
topic is very important 
because it affects everyone 
all of the time. The central 
idea affects pastors and 
laypeople, high school 

graduates 
and PhDs, 

working women and men, 
young and old, rich and 
poor. 

I deeply believe that under-
standing the concept will 
help other Christians in their 
struggles with sin as it has 
me.

Basically, the class is 
organized as follows. My 
presentations will be 
supplemented by group 
discussions.

� Biblical Account-
ability for the 
Basic Concept—I 

will present the basic 
concept and establish a 

Biblical basis for its impor-
tance in understanding sin.

� My Personal 
Struggles—I will 
discuss how the 
concept plays a 
major role in 
my personal 
struggle with sin.

� Overcoming the 
Problem—I will 

discuss overcoming the 
problem.

� Addressing Major 
Social Issues—I will 
show how the con-
cept plays a huge 

role in major social issues 
in our lives.

Each Wednesday at 5:15 pm, 
we will gather for food and fel-
lowship, and the study will be 
from 6:00 to 7:00 pm.

I greatly value the input of 
friends and fellow Christians. I 
hope many of you will be able 
to attend and give me valuable 
feedback on the topic. Espe-
cially since this is my first for-
mal presentation, I want 
feedback on the good, the 
bad, the right, and the wrong, 
and how I can improve the 
presentation.

Sin comes to MEGA Wednesday

Book of Confessions 

topics by week

1 The Nicene Creed and 
The Apostles’ Creed 

2 The Scots Confession 

3 The Heidelberg 
Catechism 

4 The Second Helvetic 
Confession 

5 The Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith 

6 The Shorter Catechism 
and The Larger 
Catechism 

7 The Theological Declara-
tion of Barmen, The 
Confession of 1967, A 
Brief Statement of 
Faith—Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), and a 
discussion of the recently 
proposed Belhar 
Confession. 

(“Confessions,” from page 4)

For those who cannot make 
it on Wednesday nights, I 
will be presenting the same 
information during Sunday 
school each week, starting 
January 6.

I am excited about the con-
cept and the potential for 
aiding Christians. I hope 
many will join me in consid-
ering the topic and strength-
ening our Christian journey.
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The Presbyterian Church 
collects four special offer-
ings each year—Pentecost, 
One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Peacemaking, and Christ-
mas Joy. 

A “bold new vision to 
increase offering receipts to 
$20 million annually by 
2020” was set at the General 
Assembly this past summer 
in Pittsburgh. To attain this 
goal, the General Assembly 
is asking each member to 
donate at least $3.00 toward 
each of the special offerings. 

Please plan to help be a wit-
ness of the Christ’s love to 
the world this year through 
these mission opportunities.

Pentecost Offering

Gifts to this offering enable 
the PC(USA) to encourage, 
develop, and support its 
young people as well as pro-
vide assistance to at-risk 
children. In addition, a large 
portion of this offering can 
be kept by individual con-
gregations for use in their 
own communities. The Pen-
tecost Offering is tradition-
ally received on Pentecost., 
which falls on May 19 this 
year.

One Great Hour of 

Sharing

Since 1949 Presbyterians 
have joined with millions of 
other Christians through 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
to share God’s love with 
those in need. Gifts to this 
offering assist those affected 
by natural disasters, provide 
food to the hungry, and 
assist in helping to empower 
the poor and oppressed. 
Most congregations receive 
this offering on Palm Sun-
day or Easter Sunday. 

The General Assembly’s 
adoption of Peacemaking: 
The Believers’ Calling, 
which called for an emphasis 
on peacemaking, paved the 
way for this offering, which 
seeks to promote the Peace of 
Christ across the PC(USA). 
Individual congregations are 
encouraged to use a large 

PC(USA) Special offerings

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

Peacemaking Offering

portion of this offering to 
sustain their local peace-
making ministries.

The Peacemaking Offering is 
traditionally received on 
World Communion Sunday, 
which falls on October 6 this 
year. 

Christmas Joy Offering

Whether providing financial 
assistance to current and 
former church workers and 
their families or providing 
opportunities for deserving 
students to attend Presbyte-
rian-related racial ethnic col-
leges and schools, your gifts to 

the Christmas Joy Offering 
bring Good News of Great 
Joy to the poor in circum-
stance or spirit.

The Christmas Joy Offering 
is traditionally received dur-
ing the Advent Season.

“God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, 
so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 

abundantly in every good work.” —2 Corinthians 9:8
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Westside Market 
Kitchen

It’s coming! Providence’s 
feeding ministry on our 
campus is set to begin serv-
ing meals on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 5, 11:00 am–1:00 pm. 

Cook-a-thon

We are inviting all cooks to 
come to the Cook-a-thon on 
Saturday, January 12, begin-
ning at 9:00 am, to prepare 
the entrees that we will be 

serving during February 
and March. (See the related 
article on the right side of 
this page.) Mark your 
calendars! 

Evangelical Missions 
Team meeting

There will be a meeting of 
the Evangelical Missions 
Team on January 14, at 
6:00 pm, to establish teams, 
review the menus, and dis-
cuss other exciting events in 
the life of Providence Pres-
byterian Church. 

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

E v a n g e l i c a l
M �I �S �S �I �O �N �S

Laura Anderson, Elder

By Dorinda Hilbun, 

Evangelical Missions Team

We need your talents to pro-
vide meals for the Feeding 
Ministry. On Saturday, 
January 12, beginning at 
9:00 am, all those who can 
cook—and all those who want 
to learn—can meet at Provi-
dence to make meals to be 
used each Tuesday, starting 
February 5, to feed area 
folks and also to provide an 
evening meal at the Ronald 
McDonald House on Monday, 
January 28.

It would be fine if you would 
rather cook at home and bring 
the meals to church that morn-
ing. We will provide some of 
the ingredients (such as beans 
and other canned vegetables, 
pasta, rice, and some meats) as 
well as freezer containers for 

Calling all cooks for a Cook-a-thon
your meals, and we hope 
that you can cook enough 
for 20 people. 

There is a sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex. The following 
list includes entrees you 
may choose to cook:

� Spaghetti and meat 
sauce

� Chicken and sausage 
jambalaya

� Beans with meat (any 
type of beans, such as 
red, pinto, limas, white)

� Beef stew
� Chicken and rice stew
� Meatloaf (2–4)
� Turkey or chicken 

tetrazzini (made with 
noodles)

If you have any questions, 
call Dorinda Hilbun 
(662-3302).

Dinner at Ronald McDonald House

The Evangelical 
Missions Team is 
looking for a 
family or group 
to serve dinner at 
Ronald McDonald 
House on Monday, 
January 28. 

While the meal will need to 
be cooked at the fabulous 
kitchen available at Ronald 

McDonald House at 
1626 Springhill 
Avenue, the 
main ingredi-
ents will be 

available at Provi-
dence to help offset 
the cost of this meal. 

We are excited to be helping 
this great organization that 
was so special to Jimmy 
Estes. This meal will allow 
people in the Providence 
Family who are not able to 
serve at our daytime feeding 
programs to provide a meal. 

We would like to be able to 
serve the evening meal on 
the last Monday of every 
month. Please see Laura 
Anderson if you are willing 
to serve in this capacity. 
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Closely Crafted member Barbara Fitzpatrick brought 
another collection of the group’s knitted dolls to St. 
Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Massillon, OH, in 
December for shipment to ICROSS Canada. The dolls 
will be used as packing material for medical supplies 
shipped to areas of Africa where the AIDS virus is 
widespread. If you’re interested in knitting some of 
these dolls, talk to Barbara Fitzpatrick, Laura Ander-
son, or any other member of Closely Crafted.

Below: The dolls before their trip to Ohio • Right: Close-up of 
three dolls knitted by Barbara Fitzpatrick • All photos by 
Barbara Fitzpatrick.
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The Presbyterian Home for 
Children is an agent of 
God’s love called to trans-
form the lives of children 
and their families.

March 1-3 is the date of our 
mission trip to the Presbyte-
rian Home for Children. To 
find out ways that you can 
help during our stay there, 
review the Mentor Volun-
teer Program (MVP) infor-
mation on the following 
pages of this newsletter.

More information about this 
trip will be shared through-
out the coming months. 

There will be a Prayer & Care 
Team meeting on Monday, 
January 14, at 6:00 pm. 

If you’re interested in being on 
this team or in being a 
shepherd at Providence, 
contact Nurture Elder 
Melodie Garner (604–7383 or 
melgar2668@gmail.com).

Mission trip to the Presbyterian Home for Children

NurtureNurture
Melodie Garner, ElderMelodie Garner, Elder

Prayer & Care Team 
meeting
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November 11, 
2012, Stated 
Session Meeting

� Approved a motion to 
accept the minutes of the 
October 7, 2012, Stated 
Session Meeting and the 
November 4, 2012, Con-
gregational Meeting.

� Received a thank-you 
note from ICROSS 
Canada for donation of 
African comfort dolls.

� Received a note from 
Jimmie and Aggie 
Roebuck, thanking 
Pastor Mark for his part 
in the funeral of Jimmie’s 
mother, Dot Self.

� Met with prospective 
new members.

� Approved a motion to 
accept into membership 
the following people: 
Julia Bozant, Sandy 
Centamore, David 
Ramseur, Melena 
Ramseur and Carolyn 
Weaver. The member-
ship ceremony will take 
place during worship on 
December 2.

� Approved a recommen-
dation from the Adminis-
tration Team to accept 
the Administrative 
Assistant job description 

� Were informed that the 
Administration Team 
will act as the Adminis-
trative Assistant Search 
Committee, beginning as 
soon as possible.

� Reviewed and discussed 
staff evaluations.

� Met with representatives 
of The Grove United 
Methodist Church.

� Discussed a proposal 
from The Grove for 
sharing worship space 
at Providence.

� Approved a motion to 
share worship space with 
The Grove United Meth-
odist Church, beginning 
Sunday, December 2, for 
$1,000/month, to change 
Providence’s worship 
time from 9:30 am to 
9:15 am, to request The 
Grove to change its wor-
ship starting time to 
11:00 am, and to autho-
rize Pastor Mark to 
conduct whatever addi-
tional negotiations are 
required.

� Approved a motion that 
Adria Mosley be bap-
tized on December 2.

� Reviewed this year’s 
stewardship season.

� Agreed that Pastor Mark 
will create a Mission logo 
to put on the narthex wall 
between two of the sanc-
tuary doors, where we 
can highlight Provi-
dence’s current missions.

� Reviewed the church 
calendar.

� Received the Treasurer’s 
report.

� Were requested to turn in 
“wish lists” as soon as 

possible, so Stewardship 
Elder Al Drinovsky can 
begin drafting a 2013 
budget.

� Were informed by Youth 
liaison Linda Payne that 
the youth will be partici-
pating in the MEGA 
Wednesday Advent event 
during December rather 
than attending Mobility.

� Were informed by Worship 
Elder Don Bloom that 
liturgist and communion 
server meetings are 
required to review 
procedures.

� Agreed that announce-
ments could be streamlined 
by running announcement 
slides before service 
begins. 

� Were informed by Nurture 
Elder Melodie Garner that 
a lock will be put on the 
supplies cabinet in the 
Nursery. 

� Reviewed the church rolls.

� Agreed to post a list of 
supplies on the back of 
the kitchen closet door, 
so people can indicate what 
is needed, and shopping 
can be done once a month. 

� Were informed by Fellow-
ship Elder Debbie 
McLendon that a signup 
sheet for the Thanksgiving 
potluck/worship is avail-
able in the Narthex.

� Were informed by 
Evangelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that a 
community lunch 

will be served at Provi-
dence every Tuesday, 
11:00 am–1:00 pm, 
beginning February 5.

� Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that, 
beginning Monday, Jan-
uary 28, Providence will 
serve dinner at the 
Ronald McDonald House 
on Springhill Avenue in 
Mobile on the last Mon-
day of each month.

� Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that a 
Cook-a-thon will be held 
on Saturday, January 12, 
at Providence. Meals will 
be cooked and frozen, so 
they can be used for the 
weekly community 
lunch, for the MEGA 
Wednesday meal, and to 
give out to needy fami-
lies as part of the Food 
Pantry, when necessary. 

� Were informed by 
Evangelical Missions 
Elder Laura Anderson 
that a mission trip is 
being planned to the 
Presbyterian Home for 
Children in Talladega on 
March 1-3.

� Were informed by Evan-
gelical Missions Elder 
Laura Anderson that a 
special offering will be 
held November 18 as 
part of the Presbytery of 
South Alabama’s Hurri-

Session Activities
Ken Gadomski, Clerk of Session

(See “Session” on page 16)
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By Manny Russo, 

Scoutmaster

What a month of December! 
It all started with two scouts, 
Joseph and Tyler, having 
their Eagle Scout Board of 
Review. This is a board of 4 
individuals who meet with a 
scout who has earned all 
requirements for the Eagle 
Rank. The Board asks the 
scout questions about Citi-
zenship, helping others, liv-
ing a Reverent life, being 
Trustworthy, and many 
other topics. After the 45-
minute Board, the scout 
leaves the room, and the 4 
individuals decide if the 
scout exemplifies the best of 
scouting: the rank of Eagle. 
Only 4 scouts out of a hun-
dred reach this plateau. Both 
Joseph and Tyler performed 
well as scouts and at their 
Boards. For 2012, Troop 292 
had 6 Eagle Scouts. We also 
had 6 in 2011 and expect 7 
for 2013. Providence Presby-
terian Church should be 
very proud of “THEIR” 
troop! 

The troop Christmas Party 
was a blast! The boys played 
“Dirty Santa,” and many 
traded gifts for things they 
wanted. A few ended up 
with a “rubber duck” or a 
“Barbie doll.”Grilled hot 
dogs, chocolate desserts, 
dip/chips, and other good-
ies helped drown the sorrow 
for those who ended up with 
a rubber duck!

Winter Camp was held the 
week following Christmas at 
Maubila Scout Reservation 

in Jackson, AL. Thirty scouts 
and 8 adults enjoyed 4 days 
full of good food, fellowship, 
and merit badge classes, such 
as Citizenship in the Commu-
nity, Personal Management 
(how to budget and manage 
money), and Disability 
Awareness. 

Disability Awareness is a 
badge that teaches scouts 
about various disabilities 
(deafness, blindness, paraly-
sis), and how not to judge 
based on appearance but how 
to understand the disability 
and see the positives of what 
each person has to offer. 

The boy leaders in the troop 
have planned the 2013 calen-
dar of activities, which 
includes snow skiing, canoe-
ing, hiking, fishing, and much 
more. The adults approved the 
program of campouts, and 
2013 should be a lot of fun. 

The troop continues to be very 
successful and is appreciative 
of Providence Presbyterian 
Church for being our Charter-
ing Organization. Your good 
work and charter of our troop 
touches the lives of many 
young boys. 

One scout recently stated to 
the scoutmaster, “I stood in 
front of this cross in the sanc-
tuary for years and never 
knew what it stood for, but 
now I know, and I am a Chris-
tian.” God works continuously 
through you and the scouting 
program. What a great state-
ment to end a year and begin a 
new one. Thanks!
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WorshIP
DON BLOOM, Elder

January worship volunteers

Date Liturgist Communion Ushers

January 6 Tom Fletcher Intinction Bill Berry

Pam Fredelake Buck Bolton

Ken Gadomski Mary Mastrangelo

Joan Rommes

January 13 Dorinda Hilbun Ann Bosarge

Aggie Roebuck

Jerry Williams

Buddy Low

January 20 Pam Fredelake Donnie Garner Debbie Purvis

Melodie Garner Don Purvis

Pam Garner Marlene Taylor

Graham Hayes Les Taylor

January 27 Nedra Bloom Tom Fletcher

Al Drinovsky

Debbie McLendon

Myrna Andrews

(“Session,” from page 9)

in the presentation. All of the 
variables of this presentation 
came together, by the grace 
of God, and while I cannot 
speak for the congregation, I 
was blessed by my involve-
ment in this presentation.

The various ministries here 
at Providence are being 
directed by God. I truly 
believe that our music min-
istry is preparing to reach 
out and touch the lives of 
our community. God is 
doing a work through Provi-
dence and through the 
music program here. 

I am ever looking forward 
to the wonderful things 
God has in store for this 
congregation.

cane Sandy relief effort.

� Were informed by Disci-
pleship Elder Linda 
Payne that MEGA 
Wednesday 2013 starts 
on January 9. 

� Were updated on the sta-
tus of the van by 
Buildings & Grounds 
Elder Tom Fletcher.

� Were informed by Build-
ings & Grounds Elder 
Tom Fletcher that a new 
bulb has been ordered for 
for one of the projectors 
in the sanctuary and that 
some outside bulbs have 
been changed.

(“Music notes,” from page 3)

Souper Bowl 2013 is coming to Providence 

on Sunday, February 3. Watch for details . . .
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January 2013
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Church Office 
closed

New Year’s Day

2 3
7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

4
Church office 
closed

5
8:00 am

Men’s Group

10:00 am

Amy (Fletcher) 
Messer baby 
shower

6
9:15 am

Worship—
Communion

11:00 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

Administration 
Team meeting

11:00 am

The Grove

7 8
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

9
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm

Choir

Cody  Pritchett

10
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

11
Church office 
closed

12
9:00 am

Cook-a-thon

13
9:15 am

Worship

11:00 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

Session meeting

11:00 am

The Grove

14
6:00 pm

Evangelical 
Missions Team 
meeting

6:00 pm

Prayer & Care 
Team meeting

15
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

16
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm

Choir

C. J. Kriner

17
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

18
Church office 
closed

19
7:00 pm

Singer/
Songwrite r 
Showcase

Myka llah 
Knowles

20
9:15 am

Worship—
Communion

11:00 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

The Grove

6:00 pm

Choir

21
Martin Luther 
King’s Birthday

22
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

23
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm

Choir

24
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

25
Church office 
closed

26

27
9:15 am

Worship

11:00 am

Sunday  School

11:00 am

The Grove

Pam Garner

28
TBD

Dinner at Ronald 
McDonald 
House

29
6:30 pm

Boy Scouts

30
5:15 pm

MEGA 
Wednesday

7:00 pm

Choir

31
6:00 pm

Closely Crafted

7:30–8:30 pm

AA meeting

1
Church office 
closed

Jude Mosley

2
Dodi Berry
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